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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UlJl^jy^^^^^^^ |f 
Sir: ^ 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98, the undersigned would like to make the following 
prior art references of record in the above-identified patent application. The undersigned 
believes that some of these references may be material to the examination of this application and 
in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may contain material information pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any individual reference 
referred to herein is prior art to the invention disclosed and claimed in the above-identified 
patent application. 

Each reference listed herein may be accompanied by an explanation of its relevance. 
While this explanation is believed to generally reflect the contents of the references which the 
undersigned believes a reasonable examiner might consider relevant and material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application, it is not intended that the examiner rely 
on the description as unfailingly accurate or complete. A copy of each reference is enclosed for 



the express purpose of providing the examiner with an opportunity to perform an independent 
evaluation to arrive at an independent assessment of its relevance and materiality, if any, to the 
claimed subject matter. 



Copy of International Search Report from Corresponding PCT Application 
Gatherer, et al.. U.S. Patent 6.044.107. Filed Nov. 13. 1996. Patent Issued Mar. 28. 2000. 
Timm. et al.. U.S. Patent 6.055.268. Filed Jun. 20. 1996. Patent Issued Apr. 25. 2000. 
Voit. et al.. U.S. Publication 2002/0044567A1. Publication Date Apr. 18. 2002. 
Tuckner. U.S. Patent 6.012.113. Filed May 2. 1997. Patent Issued Jan. 4. 2000. 
Gorman, et al.. U.S. Patent 6.137.793. Filed Dec. 5. 1997. Patent Issued Oct. 24. 2000. 
Alport, et al.. U.S. Patent 6.259.775 B1. Filed Sep. 5. 1997. Patent Issued Jul. 10. 2001. 
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Ronald Craig Fish 
Reg. No. 28,843 
Attorney for Applicant{s) 




I hereby certify that this correspondence Is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington 
D.C. 20231 on January 9. 2003 



RonalcftCraig Fish, President ^ 
Ronald Craig Fish a Law Corporation 
Reg. No. 28,843 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fonm with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation number. ^ See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). " For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check martc here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademarit Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231 . 



